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THE ORIGINAL CALL 


The following is a copy of the original call for the first meeting, which was 
issued by Professor Samuel F. Clarke, of Williamstown, in March, 1883: 


A number of American workers in Biology, desiring to have established an 
association of American naturalists for business purposes, extend to you a 
cordial invitation to join in a movement looking toward that end. 

The intention is to have an annual meeting, for the purpose of discussing 
topics of common interest, for which, at present, no opportunity is afforded; as, 
for example, museum interests, in connection with which each museum director 
could indicate his plan of work, the special group of which he was making ex- 
haustive collections, so that work may not be uselessly duplicated in many 
places; methods of museum work; methods of exhibition, etc.; methods of 
laboratory work; laboratory technique; new and valuable points in staining, 
mounting, cutting, and preserving of sections; systems of instruction in various 
departments of natural science; methods with small elective classes; with large 
college classes; the position which the observational sciences should hold in 
the college curriculum; the amount of natural science which should appear in 
college entrance examinations; the amount and character of such instruction in 
preparatory school, etc. 

It is further believed that such a society could materially influence for the 
better the cause of science in America; that it would have a very healthful 
general effect, and could exert a strong influence in many directions where at 
present it seems to be very much needed. It is proposed to have the first meeting, 
which will be preliminary to organization, and, therefore, of prime importance, at 
Springfield, Mass., in the Springfield High School Hall, Friday, April 10. 

The following gentlemen are interested in the enterprise, and nearly all of 
them will be among those present: [tha names are J. M. Tyler, A. Hyatt, C. S. 
Minot, A. S. Packard, Jr, S. H. Scudder, Hi. Ne Martin, W. T. Sedgwick, G. 
Macloskie, W. Libbey, H. F. Osborn, WV. B. Scott, W. N. Rice, S. I. Smith, S. F. 
Clarke (secretary)]. 


THE CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I 
Name and Objects 


Section 1, This association shall be known as the American Society of Naturalists. 

Section 2. The object of this Society shall be the association of working natural- 
ists for the discussion, advancement and diffusion of knowledge concerning the 
broader biological problems, including organic evolution, thus serving to correlate 
the various biological sciences into a common philosophy of biology. 


ARTICLE Il 
Members 


Section 1, Membership in the Society shall be limited to persons professionally 
engaged in some branch of natural history, as, instructors in natural history, officers 
of museums and other scientific institutions, physicians, and others, who have 
essentially promoted the natural history sciences by original contributions of any 
kind. Any member may present to the executive committee of the Society, through 
the secretary, names of candidates for membership and those candidates who are 
approved by the committee may be elected to membership in the Society by a ma-~ 
jority of the members present at any meeting of the Society. The names of candi- 
dates not elected to membership within three years of the date of consideration 
shall be removed from the list of nominees unless renominated. 

Section 2, Each active member shall pay to the treasurer of the Society annual 
dues of the amount provided in the By-Laws, and considered due on January first 
of each year. The name of any member two years in arrears for annual assessments 
shall be erased from the list of the Society, and such person can only regain mem- 
bership by re-election. 

Section 3, Honorary members, exempt from the payment of dues, may be elected 
upon the recommendation of the executive committee by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present at any meeting of the Society. The number of honorary members 
is limited to ten. Emeritus members, upon retirement from their professional posts, 


are exempt from dues. 


ARTICLE III 
Officers 


Section 1, The officers of the Society shall be a president, a vice-president, a 
secretary and a treasurer. These, together with the three most recent past- 
presidents and the retiring vice-president, shall constitute the executive committee 
of the Society. 

2, The president and vice-president shall be elected for a term of one 


Section 2. 
year, the secretary and treasurer for a term of three years. Each president on re- 
Each vice-president 


tirement shall serve on the executive committee for three years. 
and secretary on retirement shall serve on the executive committee for one year. 


The election of officers shall take place at the annual meeting of the Society, and 
their official terms shall begin on the following January first. They shall continue 
in office until new officers are installed. In case the annual meeting is postponed 
to a date subsequent to January first of the next year, the terms of the new officers 
shall begin immediately upon election. 

Section 3. The officers named in Section 1 shall discharge the duties usually 


assigned to these respective officers. The executive committee shall recommend 
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to the Society from time to time such measures as they may deem expedient for the 
purposes of the Society, besides discharging the specific duties assigned to them 
by this constitution. 

Section 4, Vacancies in the board of officers, occurring by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, may be filled by election by ballot at any meeting of the Society. A 
vacancy in the secretaryship or treasurership occurring in the interval of the 
meetings of the Society may be filled by appointment by the executive committee; 
but the person so appointed shall hold office only until the next meeting of the 
Society. 


ARTICLE IV 
Meetings 

Section 1. The annual meeting shall be held during convocation week, unless 
otherwise ordered by the executive committee. 

Section 2, Special meetings may be appointed at any time by a vote of the Society 
or of the executive committee. 

Section 3. Sections of the Society may be organized in any locality, with the 
approval of the Society in each case, by ten or more members for the purpose of 
holding meetings for the presentation of scientific papers. Such sections shall 
have the right to elect their own officers and associate members, but associate 
membership in any section shall not confer membership in the Society. 


ARTICLE V 
Quorum 


Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum of the Society, and three a quorum of 
the executive committee. 


ARTICLE VI 
Accounts 


A committee shall be appointed at each annual meeting to audit the accounts of 
the treasurer for the year closing with that meeting. 


ARTICLE VII 
Affiliated Societies 


The Society may affiliate with other scientific organizations. 


ARTICLE VIII 
By-Laws 


Section 1, By-laws recommended by the executive committee may be adopted at 
any meeting by a majority vote. 

Section 2, By-laws may be repealed at any meeting upon recommendation of the 
executive committee, by a majority vote. 


ARTICLE IX 


Amendments 


Amendments to the constitution, recommended by the executive committee, may 
be adopted at any annual meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 


CONSTITUTION 


BY-LAWS 


1. The programs shall be arranged by the vice-president in consultation with the 
president and the secretary. 

2. Each president on retiring shall appoint a nominating committee of three mem- 
bers, including a chairman, for officers to be elected at the next annual meeting. 
The retiring president and the secretary shall be ex-officio members of this 
committee. 

3. The Executive Committee shall be empowered to appoint an Editor for The 
American Naturalist, to serve for a three year term. The Executive Committee, in 
consultation with the Editor, shall appoint an Editorial Board to advise the Editor 
on matters of policy. 

4. In return for $3.50 per individual subscription, the Science Press will provide 
an annual subscription to The American Naturalist for each active member not in 
arrears for dues; and also for each emeritus member who elects to subscribe for 
$3.50 per annum. 

5. The Records of the Society shall be published once every three years be- 
ginning in 1914. The Records shall contain the constitution and by-laws of the 
Society, the minutes of all meetings held within the period covered, the treasurer’s 
reports and a full list of members of the Society. 

6. The Society shall reimburse the secretary for traveling and hotel expenses 
incurred in attending the annual meeting. 

7. Active members shall pay dues of $5.00, which shall include a subscription 
to The American Naturalist. Emeritus members may receive the journal upon pay- 
ment of $3.50 annually. 

In the library of the Wistar Institute of Philadelphia will be found a complete set 
of the Records of the American Society of Naturalists together with printed an- 
nouncements, programs, and reports, and also certain correspondence of historical 
interest. This matter, the property of the Society, is cared for through the courtesy 
of the Wistar Institute. 


Official Publications of the Society 


RECORDS 
Volume I. Parts 1-12. 1884-1895. 
Volume II. Parts 1-10. 1896~1911. 
Volume III. Parts 1-6. 1912-1931. 
Volume IV. Part 1. 1932—1934. 
Volume IV. Part 2. 1935-1937. 
Volume IV. Part 3. 1938-1940. 
Volume IV. Part 4. 1941-1943. 
Volume IV. Part 5. 1944-1946. 
Volume IV. Part 6. 19471949. 

THE AMERICAN NATURALIST 
Volume LXXXV Nos. 820-825 1951. 
Volume LXXXVI Nos. 826-831 1952. 
Volume LX XXVII Nos. 832= 1953. 


(including Records, V, Part 1) 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 


The date indicates the meeting at which the member was elected; thus 1929 
denotes the meeting for the year 1929, although that meeting was actually held on 


January 1, 1930. 
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Professor of Botany, University of 
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SECRETARY’S REPORTS 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR 1949 


The business meeting of the American Society of Naturalists with President T. 
M. Sonneborn presiding was held in the Statler Hotel, December 30, 1949 following 
the Presidential Address. The minutes of the 1948 meeting were approved. The re- 
port of the Treasurer covering two periods, June 16, 1948 to November 29, 1948 
audited by Drs. C. D. Beers and J. W. Couch and the report of November 29, 1948 to 
December 1, 1949 audited by Drs. W. B. McNider and R. E. Coker were approved by 
the Society. 

The Nominating Committee consisting of Drs. Frank A. Beach, Edmund W. Sinnott, 
and Hubert B. Goodrich, Chairman, submitted the following nominations to the So- 
ciety for 1950: 


President—Theodosius Dobzhansky 
Columbia University 


Vice-President—Harold H. Plough 
Amherst College 


Secretary—H. Bentley Glass 
Johns Hopkins University 


The Nominating Committee also recommended Drs. Myron Gordon, Genetics Labo- 
ratory, American Museum of Natural History, O. E. White, University of Virginia, and 
W. C. Young, University of Kansas for additional members to the Editorial Board of 
THE AMERICAN NATURALIST, The membership unanimously approved the selec- 
tion of the officers as well as that of the additional members of the Editorial Board. 

The membership approved of meeting at Columbus, Ohio with several of the other 
biological societies during the early part of September, 1950 under the auspices of 
the AIBS. 

The Society moved an unanimous vote of thanks to Dr. A. E. Parr, Director, and 
W. M. Faunce, Vice-Director, of the American Museum of Natural History and to Dr. 
Ernst Mayr, our local representative for the meeting. They also gave a vote of 
thanks to Dr. R. L. Taylor, Assistant Administrative Secretary of the AAAS who 
kindly made many of the local arrangements. The members present voted to approve 
the Executive Committee’s nomination for membership of Drs. Harold J. Brodie, 
Department of Botany, Indiana University; E. D. Goldsmith, College of Dentistry, 
New York University; Alexander B. Klots, Department of Biology, College of the 
City of New York; and Gordon Gunter, Institute of Marine Science, The University 
of Texas. 

There was considerable discussion of the future functions and activities of the 
Society. The membership approved the recommendation of the Executive Committee; 
that a special committee be appointed by the President to consider whether the So- 
ciety should retain its present functions, add new functions, or disband. The Come 
mittee is empowered and directed, first to ascertain the possibilities inherent in the 
situation, and second, after a study of these and authorization by the Executive 
Committee, to poll the membership to see which of the possibilities is best for the 
Society. The Committee is instructed to have a report ready for the President at 
least one month before the time of the next meeting. At this meeting the member- 
ship will decide the future course of action of the Society. 

The membership also approved the recommendation of the Executive Committee 
that it be empowered to select an Editor-in-Chief for THE AMERICAN NATURALIST 
for the year 1950. During this year the relations of the Society to THE AMERICAN 
NATURALIST as well as the other functions of the Society will be decided as 
discussed above. 


Wilson S. Stone, Secretary 


Since the last report of the Secretary, the following deaths have been reported: Allis, Ed- 
ward Phelps; Avinoff, A.; Caldwell, O. W.; Cowles, R. P.; Eaton, G. F.; Fawcett, H. S.; 
Hermes, W. B.; Rankin, W. M.; Thorndike, Edw. L. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR 1950 


The activities of the Secretary from the beginning of 1950 have been largely 
those involved in serving as the Chairman of the Special Committee appointed to 
consider the future of the Society. These activities are summarized in the two 
letters, printed below, which were sent to all members of the Society, the first, 
with ballot enclosed, on June 20, and the second, reporting the result of the ballot 
and notifying the members of the Annual Meeting, on August 29. 

It is apparent from the ballot that an overwhelming majority of its members have 
faith in the future of the Society and wish it to continue; and three-fourths of 
these, representing two-thirds of the total present membership of the Society, are 
in favor of the assumption of editorial control of The American Naturalist by the 
Society. There will undoubtedly be a number who will resign from the Society, 
however, and a check discloses that close to 25 per cent of our members are now 
honorary or emeritus members, who cannot in most cases be expected to support a 
journal, It is therefore more than ever important that the members of the Society 
concern themselves to nominate new members, so that at least 500 members of the 
Society are active, dues-paying members. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Society held in Columbus, Ohio, on September 13, 
1950, action was taken to carry out the views of the members on the points included 
in the general ballot during the summer. In order to carry out this mandate, and also 
to provide for the adjustment of the terms of the officers of the Society to the shift 
of the annual meeting to September, the Constitution of the Society and the By-Laws 
were altered by unanimous vote as follows: 


Article Il, Section 2, to read: ‘‘Each active member shall pay to the treasurer of 
the Society annual dues of the amount provided in the By-Laws, and considered 
due on January first of each year. The name....’’ 

Section 3, add: ‘*Emeritus members, upon retirement from their pro- 
fessional posts, are exempt from dues.’’ 
Article Ill, Section 2. For final sentence, substitute: ‘*The election of officers 
shall take place at the annual meeting of the Society, and their official terms 
shall begin on the following January first. They shall continue in office until 
new officers are installed. In case the annual meeting is postponed to a date 
subsequent to January first of the next year, the terms of the new officers shall 
begin immediately upon election.’’ 


The following new By-Laws were passed: 

3. Substitute for former wording the following: ‘*The Executive Committee shall 
be empowered to appoint an Editor for The American Naturalist, to serve fora 
three year term. The Executive Committee, in consultation with the Editor, shall 
appoint an Editorial Board to advise the Editor on matters of policy.’’ 

4. For former By-Law 4, substitute the following: ‘‘In return for $3.50 per in- 
dividual subscription, the Science Press will provide an annual subscription to 
The American Naturalist for each active member not in arrears for dues; and also 
for each emeritus member who elects to subscribe for $3.50 per annum.’’ 

7. New By-Law: ‘‘Active members shall pay dues of $5.00, which shall include a 
subscription to The American Naturalist. Emeritus members may receive the 
journal upon payment of $3.50 annually.” 


Provision was thus made for changes in the annual dues so as to include a sub- 
scription to The American Naturalist, but emeritus members are exempt from dues, 
although entitled to subscribe to the journal at the Society rate if they so desire. 
The Society, in line with the agreement upon which the general ballot was taken 
last summer, has now full editorial control of the journal. 

L. C. Dunn, who accepted the Society’s appointment as Editor for 1950, made a 
very encouraging report. It is planned to keep The American Nuturalist about 
halfway between a journal for the publication of important papers with full research 
data, on the one hand, and on the other a journal for short papers and letters to the 
editor, to receive quick publication, as in Science. A section of short paragraphs 
and notes on matters of general biological interest may be included. General philo- 
sophical essays will be welcomed, and the journal will carry the symposia sponsored 
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by the Society and the Presidential Address. (This will relieve the Society’s 
Treasury of the considerable expense of reprinting these and mailing them to the 
members.) Dr. Dunn reported that his relations with Mr. Jaques Cattell, the pub- 
lisher of The American Naturalist, had been most cordial during this trial year. 
Mr. Cattell has proved in all respects cooperative and willing to accept suggestions 
from the Editor, and has resigned full editorial control to the editor appointed by 
the Society. The Editor welcomes comments and suggestions from members of the 
Society. 

Mr. Jaques Cattell was invited to make a statement, which was well received. 
Although he cannot meet expenses in carrying out the agreement to supply sub- 
scriptions to the members of the Society at $3.50 each per annum unless there are 
at least 500 members, he recognizes that it may require some time for the Society 
to reach an active membership of that size. The terms of agreement between the 
Society and Mr. Cattell were approved in essentially the form given in the letter of 
the Secretary of the Society on June 20 of last year. 

According to the records of the Secretary, the membership is now 615, of whom 
10 are honorary, 149 emeritus, and 456 active members. Since the beginning of 
1950, five members of the Society have died: Oakes Ames; Edward Asahel Birge; 
Isaiah Bowman; William Crocker; Howard Sprague Reed. Seventeen new members, 
elected at the annual meeting, are not included in the above total, since they have 
not yet been heard from. Members are requested to make nominations for election to 
membership. For each nominee you should submit (1) a brief vita, emphasizing in 
particular the broadness of the nominee’s interests in biology, and (2) a selection 
of his chief publications, citing title, date, and journal reference or publisher. 
Especially those papers of the past five years should be included. 

The following officers of the Society were unanimously elected at the Columbus 
meeting: 

Paul C. Mangelsdorf, President 
Berwind P. Kaufmann, Vice-President 
Donald F. Poulson, Treasurer 


It was voted to hold the next Annual Meeting of the Society with the American 
Institute of Biological Sciences at Minneapolis, September 10-13, 1951. 

It is very important for the Treasurer of the Society to receive from each member 
the dues for 1951, which include the subscription to The American Naturalist, be- 
fore the first of the year, since the publisher must prepare his mailing list in time 
for the mailing of the first issue. Failure to send in dues promptly will necessarily 
mean a delay in receipt of the journal. 


Bentley Glass, Secretary 


June 20, 1950 


To the Members of the American Society of Naturalists: 


The Special Committee of the American Society of Naturalists, appointed to con- 
sider the future of the Society, was directed by vote (1) to consider the possibilities 
inherent in the situation, (2) to poll the membership on the alternatives, and (3) to 
present a report to the President of the Society at least a month before the meeting 
beginning on September 10. 

The functions of the American Society of Naturalists upon which unanimous or all 
but unanimous agreement exists among the members of the Committee, are as 
follows: 

The chief function of the Society should be to foster the development of breadth 
and unity in biology, in contrast to the more specialized aims of other societies. 
This general function may be most effectively implemented by undertaking: 

(1) To organize symposia upon general subjects and in fields of overlapping 
interest in biology; 

(2) To direct the editorial policy of The American Naturalist and to edit it as an 
organ of the Society. 

It is the consensus of the Committee that both of these activities (in addition to 
others already being performed or which may be added in the future) are needed to 
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give the Society sufficient reason for its continued existence. With regard to (2), 
certain explanations are in order. In accordance with the vote of the Society on 
December 28, 1949, the President of the Society appointed Professor L. C. Dunn of 
the Department of Zoology of Columbia University to the temporary editorship (for 
1950) of The American Naturalist, and Professor Dunn has accepted. The pub- 
lisher, Mr. Jaques Cattell, has relinquished to Dr. Dunn all editorial direction of 
the journal, A tentative arrangement included the following six points: 


(1) That an agreement be made for three years with an option to renew. 

(2) That ownership of the journal remain vested in Jaques Cattell trading as the 
Science Press, but with the Society retaining an option to purchase the journal in 
case the Science Press wishes to relinquish ownership. 

(3) That the editorship be completely controlled by the American Society of 
Naturalists through appointment of the Editor and the Editorial Board. 

(4) That the Society provide 400 subscriptions at $3.50 each. 

(5) That the journal publish annually the equivalent of 500 pages of its present 
format, or more. 

(6) That determination of new format, number of illustrations, tables, etc. be 
arranged by the Editor in conference with Jaques Cattell. 


This tentative agreement is fully understood not to be decided upon or to go into 
effect prior to or except through the decision of the entire Society on the question, 
to be made in September, 


Dr. Dunn has outlined his conception of the character of the journal as an organ 
of the Society as follows. It should fall about halfway between a journal restricted 
to research data, on the one hand, and a journal like Science, on the other. He 
would plan to publish four general sections: (1) general philosophical essays in 
biology, symposium papers, and presidential addresses; (2) important research 
papers, not restricted to genetics and evolution; (3) communications to the Editor, 
and brief papers like those submitted to the National Academy of Sciences, which 
could be published with maximum promptness; (4) comment and discussion. These 
proposals are subject to modification. Others have suggested that a place is needed 
for the publication of theoretical papers; of papers on “‘the history, biography, and 
bibliography of botany, zoology, and paleontology, especially in their natural his- 
tory aspects’’; on ‘‘the comparative and general study of plant and animal geography 
and of floras and faunas’’: ov animal behavior and ‘‘the study of animal societies 
under natural conditions’ ; ¢ Letters from the editors of The Quarterly Review 
of Biology, the Journal of tiie | :ilosophy of Science, and from the Chairman of the 
Editorial Board of the AAAS (Science and The Scientific Monthly) all indicate that 
The American Naturalist does not compete with these journals to a serious extent, 
and that they would be unable to publish very many of the articles now published 
in The American Naturalist. The editor of Evolution feels that such a journal will 
compete with some others too strongly. At the present time, however, there is no 
dearth of good papers for all the available journals. If The American Naturalist 
in the past has not seriously affected the supply of good papers for Genetics but 
has been a valuable additional outlet for publication in that field, it is hard to see 
why its continuation should work to the detriment of any other journal. In any 
event, Jaques Cattell assures us that he firmly intends to continue the journal 
whether or not the Society assumes the editorial responsibility for it. That he has 
brought it back on scheduled publication after a lapse of a year and a half is a 
token of his sincerity in this resolve. Therefore the only question for the Society 
to decide is whether or not to assume the editorial responsibility for the journal. 
It is not a matter of deciding whether or not it should continue to be published. 


Obviously, the Society cannot assume the responsibility for the provision of 400 
subscriptions to The American Naturalist upon the basis of its present dues. Dues 
would have to be increased to $5.00 per member, a subscription to the journal being 
included in the dues. $1.50 would remain for other needs of the Society, which 
would be barely sufficient. Those members of the Society who are unwilling to 
assume this function for the Society and to pay the higher dues might resign, 
leaving the remainder, if sufficiently numerous, to carry on in a Society that will 
have something worthwhile to do. Additional functions have been proposed for the 
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Society, such as the annual award of a medal for some outstanding contribution to 
biology, but consideration of these may best be deferred until the main questions, 
placed on the enclosed ballot, have been settled. 


It seems that emphasis upon the broad function of our Society, implemented 
through the organization of symposia and the support of an active journal may be 
sufficient to start a new period of life for this, the oldest of biological organiza- 
tions in the United States.. This feeling has been very well expressed in a letter 
from Dr. H. P. Riley: 

“In the present day of increasing specialization, is there not a need for an 

organization whose purpose is to unify and integrate the various specialities? 

I feel that the Naturalists could be of real service here. Perhaps, I am wrong 

but it seems to me that the broad field of biology could be taken care of ad- 

ministratively and politically by the AIBS and intellectually and philosophically 
by the Naturalists.”’ 

Please mark and return the ballot at your earliest convenience. 


Yours sincerely, 

R. E, Cleland 

Donald P,. Costello 

M. Demerec 

L. C, Dunn 

W. E. Loomis 

C. VW. Metz 

T. M. Sonneborn 

F. W. Went 

Bentley Glass (Chairman) 


August 29, 1950 
To the Members of the American Society of Naturalists: 


The Annual Meeting, September 11-14, 1950 

Notice of the Annual Meeting of our Society has been withheld to the present 
date in order that at the same time you might be informed of the results of the 
ballot on the future of the Society, taken this summer. As voted last December, 
the American Society of Naturalists will meet at Columbus, Ohio, from September 
11 to 14, in conjunction with the other biological societies participating in the 
meeting sponsored by the A.I.B.S. The special program of the Society is limited 
to the President’s Address, to be given at 8:00 P.M., Wednesday, September 13, 
in the auditorium of the Ohio State Museum; and to the business meeting, which 
will follow immediately afterwards. Dr. Dobzhansky, President of the Society, will 
speak on ‘Changes in Mendelian Populations.’’ For the rest, it seemed most de- 
sirable to cooperate with the Genetics Society of America, the American Society of 
Human Genetics, and the Society for the Study of Evolution in sponsoring the 
Golden Jubilee Program, ‘‘Genetics: the First Fifty Years.”” This program of 28 
invited papers will extend from Monday evening, September 11, through Thursday 
evening, September 14, The program is printed in full in the General Program of 
the Meeting, which has already been mailed to all members of societies participating 
in the A.I.B.S. Because some members of the American Society of Naturalists may 
not belong to any of those societies, a separate mimeographed program of these 
sessions is enclosed. 

The Columbus headquarters for the American Society of Naturalists is the 
Deshler-Wallick Hotel, where the Secretary of the Society will be registered. A 
registration desk for the meeting will be located on the mezzanine floor. A single 
registration fee of $3.00 will be charged by the A.I.B.S. to cover the expenses of 
the meeting, including the. incidental expenses of the Biologists’ Smoker. Our 
society will therefore be relieved of the previously heavy financial burden of 
sponsoring the Smoker. The Biologists’ Smoker will be held Tuesday evening at 
9:00 P.M. in the lounges of the New Wing of the Ohio State Museum. 
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The Society’s Ballot on its Future 

Returns on the ballot have been gratifying, considering the fact that many mem- 
bers of the Society must have been away from their permanent addresses during 
most of the summer. 378 ballots have been returned up to the present date, repre- 
senting 62.0 per cent of our members. 

On Question 1 (Are you unconditionally in favor of disbanding the Society?), the 
vote stands: 


Yes—44 No—319 No vote or 
11.3% 84.7% qualified vote—15 
4.0% 


This is taken to be a clear mandate for the continuation of the Society. 

On Question 2 (Do you agree that the chief function of the Society should be to 
foster the development of breadth and unity in biology, in contrast to the more 
specialized aims of other societies?), the 331 votes cast by those voting No on 
Question 1 and most of those in the category ‘‘No vote or qualified vote’’ were 
as follows: 


Yes—319 No—1 No vote or 
96.5% of votes qualified vote—11 
84.7% of all ballots 
returned 


On Question 3 (If the Society continues, would you retain membership if this 
involves annual dues of $5.00 which would include a subscription to The American 
Naturalist under the editorial control of the Society?), there were 333 votes cast, 
as follows: 


Yes—258 No—50 No vote or 
77.5% of votes 14.8% qualified vote—25 
68.6% of all ballots 13.1% 7.6% 
returned 6.7% 


It should be added that many of those voting No were emeritus members who are not 
required to pay dues, and also that many in the category ‘‘No vote or qualified vote’’ 
were likewise emeritus members or second persons in the same family as a member 
voting ‘‘Yes.’’ The result of the ballot is therefore a clear-cut directive to assume 
editorial control of The American Naturalist and to raise the dues of the Society to 
the requisite amount. At the Business Meeting Dr. L. C. Dunn, serving as tempo- 
rary editor of The American Naturalist, will present for consideration the plans of 
the editor and Editorial Board for making the journal what the Society wants it 
to be. 


Call for Nominations to Membership in the Society 
Because some resignations are to be expected and few new members have been 
elected to the Society in recent years, and because a good number of members have 
emeritus status, there is a need for new members. All members are urged to nomi- 
nate new members for election to the Society. A complete bibliography and vita for 
each nominee is not necessary. Citation of 6 or more research papers, sufficient 
to indicate by their scope and titles the scientific maturity of the nominee and a 
brief vita to convey the general breadth of his interests, will be sufficient. These 
should reach the hands of the Secretary of the Society by Monday, September 11, if 
they are to be acted upon at this Annual Meeting. 
Bentley Glass, Secretary 
American Society of Naturalists 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR 1951 
Published in The American Naturalist, Vol. LXXXVI, 57-60. 1952. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR 1952 
Published in The American Naturalist, Vol. LXXXVII, 59-62. 1953. 
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TREASURER’S REPORTS 


These reports cover the years 1950-52, They have been compiled on a calendar 
year basis from the Treasurer’s books and the interim reports read to the members 
at the three annual meetings, Sept. 12, 1950, at Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 12, 1951 at 
Minneapolis, Minn., and Sept. 10, 1952 at Ithaca, N. Y. With the assumption in 
1951 of editorial control of The American Naturalist and the conclusion of a special 
subscription arrangement for members with The Science Press additional burdens 
have been placed on the Secretary and the Treasurer. The wise policies of pre- 
ceding Treasurers made it easier for the present Treasurer to cope with the prob- 
lems confronting him by passing on a substantial balance. With the subscription 
arrangement the funds passing through the Treasurer’s office have greatly in- 
creased, and with them have come the additional duties of supplying paid-up sub- 
scription lists, changes of address, relaying complaints, etc., to the publisher. 
The subscription arrangement requires that books and reports be maintained on a 
calendar year basis and that members respond promptly to dues notices. In the 
main the response has been excellent, and the numbers of paid-up members and 
subscriptions have steadily increased. To facilitate the work of the Treasurer and 
for the sake of uniformity it is planned that future dues notices will be mailed to 
members before the beginning of each year, so that the subscription lists may be 
completed by the time of appearance of the first issue. 

Although the Society has maintained a sound financial situation during the period 
covered by these reports, it must be recognized that the perennial problems are 
hovering just around the corner and should be anticipated by appropriate actions on 
the part of the Society. 

D. F. Poulson 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1950 


I, A. Credits, December 1, 1949 
Balance in checking account.. $1,107.55 
B. Receipts, December 1, 1949 to ‘December 9, 
1950 
Income from frozen account . 15.64 894.64 
II, Debits 
A. Secretary’s expenses (see $609.95 
B. Treasurer’s expenses .............. 25.00 
IV. Balance, December 9, 1950, to be turned over to i etaianadines:: .. $1,010.09 


The books were audited by Dr. C. D. Beers and Dr. Je Ne Couch, and found 
correct. 
D. P. Costello, Treasurer 


APPENDICES TO TREASURER’S REPORT 
December 1, 1949 to December 9, 1950 
Appendix A: Actual Expenses of the Society 


I, Expenses of Secretary: 
Attending New York Meeting (V270) 229.52 
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Addressograph plates, ¢ etc. (V-90) 19.48 
Paper, etc. (V-98)... 51,27 
Express on Secretary’: s records (V-99) 13.37 
Mailing expenses (V-102)... 24.59 
Attending Columbus Meeting (V-103) . 91.05 
Addressograph plates (V- 108) . 42.85 


II, Expenses of Treasurer 
Stenographic assistance addressing dues notices 


Stenographic assistance addressing “dues notices 
III. Printing 
Recosds of the Society 300,00 
IV. Bank charges (v-96, V-97)... “0.15 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1951 


At the close of 1950 the Treasurer’s records and funds were transferred from D. 
P. Costello to D, F. Poulson. The Society’s favorable balance at that time of 
$1010.09 was partly a consequence of the increased dues of the past several years 
and partly of greatly reduced expenses in connection with annual meetings since 
1949, when new arrangements were made for financing the Biologists’ Smoker. 

The Society’s receipts were considerably increased during 1951 through the in- 
crease of dues to $5.00, of which $3.50 pays for a subscription to The American 
Naturalist. Expenditures were greatly increased by the payment for the subscrip- 
tions as indicated in the statement below. The net effect is that the Society now 
receives $1.50 per active member for the conduct of its business instead of $2.00 
per active member as in the three previous years. It is expected that the elimina- 
tion of the expenses of publishing and distributing the Society’s Symposia and its 
replacement by the new arrangement with The Science Press will enable the Society 
to operate in the black for a few years at least. 

Actual receipts for dues and subscriptions totalled $2113.00. The expenditures 
totalled $1776.26 of which $1442.00 was paid to The Science Press for 412 sub 
scriptions to The American Naturalist. The excess of receipts over expenditures 
was $336.74 in spite of the fact that a number of members were in arrears. Again, 
this is largely because there was no contribution from the Society toward the annual 
meeting other than the Secretary’s travel expenses. Since it has been voted to join 
the A.I,B.S., annual contributions in the form of Society membership will begin in 
1952. The balance of $1346.83 at the close of the year thus reflects the cumulative 
savings on meetings. 


D. F. Poulson, Treasurer 
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditures: Jan. 8=Dec. 31, 1951. 


Balance: Cashier’s check received from D. P. Costello, 
deposited Jan. 8, 1951 in Second National 
Bank of New venient Conn. to establish 


Receipts: Dues and subscriptions to The American 

Expenditures: Fowler Printing Co., Haves, 2000 

Ques cards: 13.50 

2000 stamped window envelopes..............:cs:seee 70.80 

Addressograph=Multigraph Corp. 1.68 

The Science Press, Lancaster, Pa. for 

412 subscriptions, Am. Nat. @ $3.50 1,442.00 


Dept. of Biol. Johns Hopkins Univ. for 
envelopes and postage for setnneenli no- 


Bentley Glass, Seco, pans expenses to 
Second National serv- 
Excess of Receipts over Expenditures ...............cc:ccccecceesereeeeeseeeees 336.74 
Balance in Second National Bank of New liaven, Dec. 31, 1951 $1,346.83 


Books audited by E. W. Caspari and Edward S,. Deevey, Jr. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1952 


The Society’s balance at the beginning of 1952 was $1346.83. Receipts for dues 
and subscriptions to The American Naturalist amounted to $2113.00 of which 
$1575.00 were paid to The Science Press for 450 subscriptions. The total expendi- 
tures during the year amounted to $1830.52. There was thus an excess of receipts 
over expenditures of $382.98, giving a balance on hand as of Dec. 31, 1952 of 
$1729.81. This balance is somewhat illusory, as the Society did not receive its 
billing for A.I.B.S, membership until after the close of the year. At $0.50 per ac- 
tive member this worked out to be $243.00, which will be paid in 1953. An essen- 
tially similar amount must be paid for the year 1953. In addition, the expenses of 
publishing the Secretary’s Records (including this report) for the Triennium must 
be met out of this balance. 

At the Ithaca meeting it was voted to make a contribution toward the costs of the 
editorial office of The American Naturalist to offset the necessity of increasing the 
special subscription rate to members and thus an increase in dues at this time. 
This arrangement began with the second half of 1952 (July-Dec.), $150.00 being 
paid to the Editor, L. C. Dunn to meet expenses of his office previously paid for 
by The Science Press. For 1953 the contribution toward editorial expenses will be 
$300.00. By the close of 1953 the Society’s balance will have greatly diminished 
and by the end of 1954 it may be vanishingly small. 

Now that the Society is a member of the A.I.B.S. the fee of $0.50 per active mem- 
ber paid to the coordinating organization reduces to $1.00 per active member the 
funds available for the conduct of the Society’s affairs. When the savings of the 
past few years which provide the present favorable balance are exhausted, a situ- 
ation similar to that of 1947 may confront the Society. The Treasurer urges that 
measures be considered in advance. 


D. F. Poulson, Treasurer. 
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditures: Jan. 1=Dec. 31, 1952 


Balance: on hand in Second National Bank of New Haven 


Receipts: Dues and to “The 
=e to The American Naturalist. 
charges for stencilling and mailing.....................004 12.66 
Dept. of Biology, Unive 
stamps and envelopes............... 30.76 
Bentley Glass, Se expenses, 
Ithaca meeting .......... 52.48 


L. C. Dunn, Editor, The ‘Natu- 
ralist, for Society’s share of editorial ex- 


penses July—Dec..... 150.00 
Second National Bank 
Excess of Receipts over Expenditures. ................cscsssssessssocecececesenes 382.98 


Books audited by J. S. Nicholas and Edward S, Deevey, Jr. 


ADDENDA 


Report of the Committee on Policy 
Submitted December, 1930 


1, Your committee on policy, consisting of B. M. Duggar, D. E. Minnich and W. C. 
Allee (chairman), appointed by President G. H. Parker following the Des Moines 
meeting of the Society, has sampled biological opinion by letters and conferences. 
We have worked in co-operation with the present officers and have kept in close 
touch with the committee on organization of the genetics section. The committee 
held one meeting which was also attended by the secretary, L. J. Cole, and the 
treasurer, Sewall Wright. With this background of discussion we submit the follow- 
ing report: 

2. We are definitely of the opinion that the American Society of Naturalists should 
continue as an organization. We favor also a continuance of the centering of the 
attention of the Society upon the problems of organic evolution, broadly conceived, 
and with particular emphasis upon border-line fields of fundamental interest to two 
or more of the growing number of highly specific research studies. We recommend a 
change in the technique of preparing the program rather than a change in the nature 
of the annual programs of the Society as they have appeared hitherto. 

3. It is suggested that in the future the president be chosen primarily for his 
ability to give or to arrange for an address which will be given at the annual meet- 
ings The address should summarize some field of research in which the president 
has been prominent, or it should be a provocative statement of materials connected 
with some controversial problem. In either case it is hoped that there may be dis- 
cussion following the presidential address and that the president himself will 
arrange with suitable people to see that such discussion is initiated. 

4, It is suggested that the vice-president be chosen primarily for his ability to 
organize a symposium upon some border-line subject which would interest workers 
in more than one phase of biological research. In making arrangements for this 
symposium, the suggestion is that the vice-president should act as chairman of a 
program committee, of which the president and secretary will be the other members. 

5. At the annual meetings we recommend that the Naturalists should undertake to 
sponsor the biologists’ smoker, which calls together all interested biologists. They 
should also conduct the symposium as in the past years, taking care that both of 
these features are widely announced as being open to all interested persons. We 
recommend that the dinner, on the other hand, be open to members and their guests 
only, thus giving an opportunity for a carefully selected president to address a 
smaller group of highly interested people with the hope that there may be profitable 
discussion following the presidential address. 

6. We advise that the annual address and symposium papers be printed ‘and circu- 
lated among the members of the Society, preferably as individual reprints loosely 
enclosed in a suitable folder which would indicate that these form the scientific 
proceedings of the appropriate meeting, and that they are distributed by the Society. 
It is suggested that authors be advised that such a distribution will be made by the 
Secretary, since this will prevent duplication in the distribution of reprints. 

7. It is further suggested that from time to time, as money is available and there 
is an opportunity for contact with foreign scientists, that the Society should initiate 
the invitation of some distinguished foreign research worker and should help ar- 
range for appropriate addresses at the annual meetings. Such addresses, when 
printed may weil be distributed as a part of the annual proceedings of the Society. 

8 It is further suggested that the executive committee examine the publication 
field to see whether there is at present an opportunity for the Society to aid in the 
editorial management of, or otherwise sponsor, publications devoted to publishing 
material of wide biological interest. 

9. In carrying out this program it is immediately apparent that the personnel of 
the membership needs careful consideration. We believe that the qualifications for 
membership should include a demonstration of continued research productiveness of 
high order in some branch of biological science, combined with a philosophical 
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interest extending beyond a single research field. We believe that in order to have 
all persons qualified for membership considered by the executive committee, the 
secretary should annually approach representative members of the Society acquainted 
with the personnel of the membership in the related research societies, such as the 
Botanical Society of America, American Society of Zoologists, Entomological So- 
ciety of America, Ecological Society of America, the Genetics Sections, the Para- 
sitologists, Paleontologists, and Anthropologists, asking these men to submit two 
or tree names of men eminently fitted for election to membership in the Naturalists. 
At the present time, as an emergency, we suggest that these representatives be 
asked to compare their membership list with that of the Naturalists and submit to 
the Secretary immediately a list of all members who should be considered for elec- 
tion to the American Society of Naturalists. 

10. We recommend that the membership of the American Society of Naturalists 
should be kept relatively low, that is, in the neighborhood of six hundred, and that 
the number of elections should be limited to those necessary to hold the membership 
at that number. 

11. As further specific recommendations, we suggest that, as in the past, the 
vice-president, as a rule, should be a member of a different subdivision of biology 
from that represented by the president; that the president should name a nominating 
committee some time before or during the progress of the annual meeting at which 
he presides, with the hope that this committee may meet at the time of the annual 
meeting to initiate nominations for election at the next annual meeting. We suggest 
that the committee be made up of the president and of the secretary and of three 
other members, one of whom shall be chairman. In order to avoid the elections of 
the secretary and of the treasurer falling in the same year, we recommend that in 
1931 the treasurer be appointed for a term of two years, while the secretary at that 
time be appointed for the usual three-year-term. 

12. In its function as a general rather than a specific society, it is felt that the 
American Society of Naturalists may well serve as a nucleus for biological meetings 
apart from the American Association for the Advancement of Science on those years 
when the Association meeting is held far from the usual research centers, and it is 
also suggested that the American Society of Naturalists might undertake the ex- 
periment of arranging for a meeting at Easter time or at some other time than during 
the Christmas week. In the latter case, the meeting might conceivably be arranged 
in conjunction with the spring meetings of the associated societies of Experimental 
Biology and the Anatomists, in which the Naturalists would invite specific research 
societies to organize a research program, themselves functioning as a smoker, 
symposium and dinner-giving society; or, if necessity arises, the Naturalists them- 
selves might undertake the organization of the research program as well as of the 
general features. In the latter case it is suggested that attention might well be 
given to the orgé anization of round tables dealing with borderline subjects and allow- 
ing opportunity for the pooling of knowledge and for discussion, rather than the or- 
ganization of the usual type of voluntarily contributed research papers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. M. Duggar 
D. E. Minnich 
W. C. Allee, Chairman 


The above report, adopted at the New Orleans meeting on December 31, 1931, is 
reprinted as a guide for future considerations of policy. 


Memorandum for Nominating Committees 


As an outcome of its own discussions, and in connection with the plan of organi- 
zation tentatively adopted by the American Society of Naturalists at the Cleveland 
meeting, the nominating committee for 1931 offers for the consideration of future 
nominating committees the following suggestions: 

1. It seems important that officers of the Society should be so chosen as fairly to 
represent the various fields of research covered by the membership of the Society. 

2. Membership of the Society may be divided, roughly but not too unequally, into 
three groups: zoologists, botanists, and “‘others’?——repre sentatives of fields not 
strictly zoological or botanical. 
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3. Since the president and the vice-president are elected for one year and the 
secretary and treasurer for longer terms, no plan of succession could be formulated 
that would insure at all times a mathematical equality in distribution of offices. 
Such a plan for the selection of president and vice-president is, however, possible. 

4, The distribution of officers in 1931, and that proposed in the nominations for 
1932, are as follows: 1931: president, zoologist; vice-president, botanist; secretary, 
zoologist; treasurer, zoologist. 1932: president, other; vice-president, zoologist; 
secretary, botanist; treasurer, zoologist. 

So far as concerns officers elected annually, the following scheme of rotation 
would insure equal distribution among the classes mentioned: 1933: president, 
botanist; vice-president, other; 1934: president, zoologist; vice-president, botanist. 
1935: president, other; vice-president, zoologist. 

Thus, as to these two offices, the situation of 1931 would be repeated in 1934, 
that of 1932 in 1935, and so on. 

5. As to the other officers, perhaps the only feasible suggestion would be that 
the secretary and treasurer should in general represent different disciplines. 

6. It is not anticipated that a program like that here suggested will or can be al- 
ways rigorously followed. But if in general some such plan is adhered to, the 
Society will be freed of much of the dissatisfaction and criticism that have charac- 
terized its history in recent years. 


A. F. Blakeslee 

L. J. Cole 

J. W. Gowen 

P. C. Mangelsdorf 

C. E. Allen, Chairman 


RECENT SYMPOSIUM TITLES AND SPEAKERS 


1933——Boston. Semi-Centennial Celebration. Biology and Society 
W. M. Wheeler, E. A. Hooton, F. H. Hankins 
1934——Pittsburgh. Cytogenetic Evolutionary Processes and Their Bearing on Evo- 
lution Theory 
R. A. Brink, M. Demerec, C. L. Fenton 
1935—St. Louis. Early Man in America with Particular Reference to the South- 
western United States 
Edgar B. Howard, Chester Stock, Ernst Antevs, Frank H. H. Roberts, Paul 
MacClintock, E. H. Sellards 
1936—Atlantic City. Supra-Specific Variation in Nature and in Classification 
Alfred C. Kinsey, Edgar Anderson, George Gaylord Simpson, William K. 
Gregory 
1937——Indianapolis. The Nature of Protoplasm 
W. M. Stanley, S. C. Brooks, Robert Chambers 
1938——Richmond. Contributions of the Higher Animals to an Understanding of Hu- 
man Biology 
G. K. Noble, C. C. Little, Carl G. Hartman 
1939——Columbus. Defense Mechanisms in Plants and Animals 
F, W. Went, W. C. Price, William Bloom 
1940——P hiladelphia. Experimental Control of Differentiation and Development 
A. F. Blakeslee, G. W. Beadle and E. L. Tatum, K. V. Thimann, B. H. 
Willier 
1941—Dallas. Human Genetics 
L. H. Snyder, H. H. Strandskov, C. W. Cotterman, Lionel S. Penrose 
1944——Cleveland. Biology and Human Progress 
Charles V. Taylor, Edmund W. Sinnott and Robert Chambers 
1946—St. Louis. Recent Advances in the Dynamics of Behavior 
R. Lorente de No, M.D., Hudson Hoagland, Curt P. Richter and Carney 
Landis 
1946—Boston. Genetic Aspects of Natural Populations 
Th. Dobzhansky, Carl Epling, Jens Clausen 
1947—Chicago. Genetics of Microorganisms 
W. M. Stanley and C, A. Knight, S. E. Luria, M. Demerec, B. McClintock 
and J. R. Singleton, E. C. Stakman, G, W. Keitt 
1948——Washington, D.C. Immunology in Biological Research 
Felix Haurowitz, William C. Boyd, M. R. Irwin 
1949——New York. Reproduction in Plants 
M. W. Parker and H. A. Borthwick, B. Esther Struckmeyer, F. G. Gustaf- 
son, F. W. Went 
1950—Columbus. Golden Jubilee Program: Genetics, the First Fifty Years 
Richard Goldschmidt; Conway Zirkle, W. E. Castle, H. J. Muller; A. H. 
Sturtevant, L. J. Stadler; Hugo Iltis; L. H. Snyder; A. E. Mirsky, T. 
Caspersson, Jack Schultz, M. R. Irwin; G. W. Beadle; Boris Ephrussi; 
Joshua Lederberg, T. M. Sonneborn; Th. Dobzhansky; M. J. D. White, C. 
D. Darlington; J. W. Gowen, C. C. Little; Arne Muntzing, P. C. Mangels- 
dorf, J. C. Walker, J. L. Lush; Julian Huxley 
1951—Minneapolis. Patterns of Cellular Organization, 
Thomas F, Anderson, Keith R. Porter, Daniel Mazia, John T. Bonner 
1951——-Philadelphia. Use of Statistical Models to Interpret Data on Human Popula- 
tion Genetics 
Cc. C. Li, J. Ve Neel, Bentley Glass, J. Ne. Spuhler and D. J. Hager, 
Howard Levene 
1952—Ithaca. Biochemical Evolution 
Harold F. Blum, Urless N. Lanham, Sam Granick, Marcel Florkin. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES AT THE MORE RECENT MEETINGS 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NATURALISTS 


Meeting 
51st 


52nd 


53rd 


54th 


55th 


56th 


57th 


58th 


59th 


60th 


6lst 


62nd 


63rd 
64th 


65th 


66th 


67th 


68th 


Date Place 
Dec. 30, 1933 Boston 
Semi-Centennial Anniversary. Environments 
Dec. 29, 1934 Pittsburgh 
Weismann and Haeckel: One Hundred Years 
Jan. 2, 1936 St. Louis 
The Extent and Rate of Human Evolution— 
The Asking of Critical Questions 
Dec. 31, 1936 Atlantic City 
Haploid and Diploid Generations 
Dec. 30, 1937 Indianapolis 
Some Problems in the Study of 
Photosensitization 
Dec. 30, 1938 Richmond 
The Life-History and Personality of 
the Chimpanzee 
Columbus 
Cell Reactions 
Jan. 1, 1941 Philadelphia 
The Cell—Some Aspects of Its 
Functional Ontogeny 
Dec. 31, 1941 Dallas 
Human Factors in Parasite Ecology 
Sept. 14, 1944 Cleveland 
Some Problems of Human Racial 
Development and Migration 
Mar. 30, 1946 St. Louis 
Substance or System, the Riddle 
of Morphogenesis 
Dec. 28, 1946 Boston 
Duplication of Chromosome Parts as a 
Factor in Evolution 
Dec. 29, 1947 Chicago 
Persistent Problems in the Evolution of Mind 
Sept. 11, 1948 Washington, D.C. 
Studies in the Nutrition of Plants with 
Pure Culture Techniques 
Dec. 29, 1949 
Heredity, Environment, and Politics 
Sept. 13, 1950 
Evolutionary Changes in Mendelian 
Populations 


Dec. 30, 1939 


Sept. 11, 1951 
Evolution Under Domestication 
Sept. 9, 1952 


Gene and Organism 


President 
B. E. Livingston 


A. F. Shull 


John C. Merriam 


C. E. Allen 


D. H. Tennent 


Robert M. Yerkes 


Ivey F. Lewis 


J. H. Bodine 


W. W. Cort 


Fay-Cooper Cole 


Edmund W. Sinnott 


C. W. Metz 


K. S. Lashley 


P. R. Burkholder 


T. M. Sonneborn 


Th. Dobzhansky 


Paul C. Mangelsdorf 


Sewall Wright 
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